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2020 Sustainability Symposium
28 February - early bird ticket sales end
26 April - student masterclass and alumni meeting
27 April - GC Yr 9-10 water security challenge
28 April - student, parent and operational leader
workshops
28 April - professional development dinner
29th April - 2 May - Curriculum Masterclass with
Jaimie Cloud
This event is a partnership between the SSN, All Saints
Anglican School and Griffith University
Awards
February - applications open
4 June - Teacher recognition dinner
5 June - Finalist presentations
Email info@ssn.org.au for more information
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country
throughout Australia and recognise their continuing
connection to land, waters and culture. We pay our
respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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SCHOOL FEATURE

All Saints Anglican School in Merrimac, Queensland is the host school
for the 2020 Sustainability Symposium. The SSN is pleased to be
working with All Saints who are demonstrating commitment to
sustainability education. All Saints' recent Green Edition of their school
magazine highlighted numerous sustainability initiatives, which are
showcased here in our first SSN Journal for 2020.

“The time for arguing about
the potential challenges caused
by climate change has long
passed. We need to move the
debate from the public stage
into the hearts of each
individual member of our
community."
Patrick Wallas, All Saints
Anglican School
Headmaster

Headmaster Patrick Wallas commented;
"We have to get personal about our stewardship of this fragile earth and its
complex ecosystems. Our challenge to every student, every member of staff, every
parent in the All Saints community is simply this: “What are you doing to live a
more sustainable life?” In the context of sustainable practice, talk is becoming
cheap. It is time for each of us to make those adjustments to our lifestyles that will
collectively make a difference to our carbon footprint as a nation. The argument
that whatever Australia might do will have little influence globally, is sophistry
and irresponsible. Our children who we love so dearly do not need our money;
they need us to start caring about the future they and their children will inherit;
caring enough to take action now to start preserving an environment of
breathtaking beauty that we have so long taken for granted.”
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In Term 3 2016, Erin Merrin the Senior School Head
of Humanities and Sustainability was given a
sabbatical as part of a 'pursue your passion'
initiative to audit and report on how All Saints
measure up in terms of sustainability. Areas for
improvement were identified, especially regarding
energy and waste. The school has implemented a
number of key strategies and infrastructure
improvements, with an ongoing commitment to
become a more sustainable school. Hosting the 2020
Sustainability Symposium demonstrates incredible
community spirit and leadership.
All Saints Anglican School are pleased to share some
of the initiatives they have implemented over the last
few years including:
A wetlands project with multiple benefits
providing - a flood mitigation function; learning
opportunities for students; protection for local
fauna and flora; and a significant resource
management tool.
The community farm garden and beehives
whereby students and staff learn firsthand about
gardening, growing their own food, health,
sustainable food production and beekeeping.
A campus wide paper recycling project led by
students and supported by school staff.
A newly introduced containers for change project
with Scout Recycling whereby they donate 2 cents
from every container back to Scout Queensland.

Socially, students raise funds for selected charities
in need locally, regionally and internationally in
the School’s annual ‘Giveathon’ project that has
raised $1,237,274.02 since its foundation in 2001.
A biennial Green Week highlights environmental
concerns, raising funds and engaging in activities
educating students how to be more personally
sustainable including clothing swap days, creek
clean-up, tree planting, and reusable bag making.
Each sub-school has a student-led committee
taking a hands-on approach to sustainability
around the campus, educating the wider student
body, attending community events including
Griffith
Centre
for
Coastal
Management
Beachcare days, Surfrider Foundation and Sea
Shepherd events and finally conveying much
needed awareness about community sustainability
within the school and the wider local region.
This year the School has pledged resources for a
large-scale solar project and a comprehensive
resource recovery project. As the 2020 Sustainability
Symposium host, All Saints are proud to showcase
their innovative projects and initiatives. Through
sharing this knowledge and outlining the process for
implementation, SSN aims to encourage other
schools embark upon sustainable choices for future
infrastructure and development projects. It may also
assist school's to make a commitment to the crosscurriculum priority of sustainability.
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TEACHER FEATURE

Introducing

Secondary Science Teacher (Peregian Springs),
University Lecturer and Australian Association for
Environmental Education Executive
Kylie Yule Moses is a P-12 educator who came
to the field of Education for Sustainability
(EfS) via volunteering in school kitchen
gardens. Kylie’s M.Ed. Thesis, “What are you
Doing Outside?” found teaching and learning in
school grounds improved learner engagement
and teacher motivation. She taught the
“Learning for Sustainability in Schools” elective
from 2011-2017 and has tutored in education
research, science pedagogy and curriculum at
the University of Sunshine Coast. Kylie is the
Australian Association for Environmental
Eduation
(AAEE)
Queensland
Chapter
Secretary, holds a position on the AAEE
National Executive and the International
School
Ground
Alliance
Leadership
Committee,
and
is
currently
teaching
Secondary Science at St Andrew’s Anglican
College, Peregian Springs.
Kylie strongly believes that living sustainably is
fundamental to health and happiness. For her,
the complex web of life means that all choices
made have wide-ranging consequences and
knowing these impacts is essential to making
life on our planet sustainable. Sustainability
for Kylie is, “Maintaining balance in the Earth’s
capacity to sustain life through social, economic and
environmental well-being for all species and into the
future”. Kylie asserts we all can learn through
sustainability by combining our knowledge
(delivered in various ways) with authentic,
creative, hands-on learning over time and
spaces: “Emotional engagement is essential and
develops from deep understandings of a topic and its
connections, and empowerment from the impact of
our actions.”

Having always been passionate about school
ground learning, Kylie’s first M.Ed. Lecturer
(an AAEE Life Member) suggested she join the
Association. Finding a group of people with
similar interests, sharing the knowledge,
wisdom, experience, academic integrity, ideas
and who are fun to be with, really motivated
Kylie to face the many challenges that
sustainability warriors face. Her initial interest
and involvement in EfS were in the school’s
kitchen garden. Nowadays, that recycled pot
plant herb garden has extended to include:
litter-free lunches and vegetarian cooking
activities;
composting, worm farms and paper
recycling;
primary school and secondary school raised
garden beds with ‘home-made’ soil;
rain-water harvesting; school chickens;
endemic native species planting;
outdoor learning spaces; and,
the introduction of Sustainability as a
Humanities elective for middle year
students.
As a professional in the field of EfS, Kylie
focuses on action-based and local human
environmental impact in her work and
believes that EfS is lifelong, interdisciplinary,
transformative and disruptive:
“It has often been demonstrated that knowledge does
not flow directly to attitudes and action for
Sustainability, including global citizenship. In fact,
the reverse can occur,” according to Kylie.
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Kylie is convinced she can make a difference
through EfS by living as sustainably as she
can, teaching for Sustainability, volunteering
in her community, connecting educators,
partnering with the traditional custodians
and advocating for change.
Kylie
draws
attention
to
Australia’s
experience, which has proven that the mere
inclusion of Sustainability as a crosscurricular priority in the national curriculum
is not a sufficient mandate for its successful
implementation in schools. She stresses that,
“If the government prioritised EfS, through
inclusion in all Education course programs and
the AITSL Professional Teaching Standards,
school leaders would have more of a mandate to
fund staffing and professional development for the
inclusion of sustainability as a priority within
schools.” She also emphasises that long-term
government support for the Australian
Sustainable Schools Initiative (AuSSI) is
“Ongoing
essential,
adding
that,
conversations between AAEE and the Federal
Environment Minister mean I am incredibly
hopeful that in 2020 we will see positive national
action for EfS for the first time since mid-2012.”

As an advocate for EfS, Kylie is undoubtedly
a committed and driven educator who is
engaged with local, state and national
projects. She is looking to the future with
hope and excitement. The eARTh-ed
workshops Kylie initiated with local Sunshine
Coast environmental artist, Yunni, in 2015
will continue and have motivated numerous
students and teachers to remove single-use
plastics and bottled water from tuckshops,
start worm farms and to compost, host
community environmental cleanups and
movies, etc.
Kylie is kind enough to share some of her
main priorities for 2020:
School – St. Andrews Anglican College:
revisit
the
School’s
Environmental
Management Plan, first written in 2010.
Community - work with Plastic Free Noosa
to finalise resources and pilot Plastic Free
Schools.
AAEE - advocate for national resourcing of
AuSSI and the implementation of the
cross-curriculum priority of Sustainability
in partnership with the SSN.

There is still little professional knowledge
regarding the content of EfS nor the ways to
integrate it across the formal and informal
curricula of schools according to Kylie's
experience. The website: Getting Started for
Sustainability in Schools was developed with
case studies and resources to support
educators from Australian Education for
Sustainability Alliance (AESA) research about
what successful environmental educators do
and use, and is now maintained by AAEE.
According to Kylie, one of the biggest
challenges to sustainable schools is to
maintain the collective energy and effort
required over many years. She explains that
it is far more complicated than initially
forming a committee and making a plan to
become a sustainable school. A staff member
with management time is essential to keep
Sustainability a priority and cope with the
changing capacity and motivation across the
school as things change from year to year.
Issue 6 | February 2020
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ORGANISATION FEATURE

Griffith Business School was established in January 2004. Since its establishment, the School has grown
in size, success and impact in teaching, research and outreach. Since 2005, the School has integrated
sustainability into its core activities of teaching, research and operations. It has indicated this
commitment through its mission statement, its core values, partnering with leading organisations in this
area, engaging with the wider community, reorienting entire programs, developing program
specialisations and courses around sustainability, and the establishment of a dedicated academic centre
on sustainable enterprise, called the Griffith Centre for Sustainable Enterprise (GCSE), which assists in
progressing the sustainability objectives of Griffith Business School.
For GCSE, the meaning of sustainability goes beyond the norm. Usually, sustainability means to
maintain a balance between society, the economy and the environment. At Griffith Business School they
recognise that, "Although maintaining that balance is important, we should be incorporating changes that result in
more positive impact than the current sustainability status quo." The goal in Griffith Business School is to
conduct our business operations in alignment with our values of responsible leadership and sustainable
business practices. This means supporting staff and students to become responsible leaders who
demonstrate the highest levels of integrity and ethical behaviour. Further, it means that as a Business
School they aim to create value through social, financial and environmental approaches that lead to
sustainable businesses and communities.
Issue 6 | February 2020
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The Griffith Business School revamped the
Griffith MBA to embody three values:
responsible leadership
sustainable business practice, and
global orientation.
These values are not traditionally linked with
MBA programs, but the Griffith MBA prepares
students to become responsible leaders of
financially,
environmentally
and
socially
sustainable organisations.

Some of GCSE favourite projects are:
Sustainable business management program
Sustainability staff survey to incorporate
staff perspectives in the current school
sustainability plan
War on coffee cups which diverted over
2300 disposable coffee cups from landfill
Installation of solar array saving 36 tonnes of
carbon emissions per year
Embedding sustainability into the Business
School curriculum.
GCSE plan to continue focusing on staff and
student engagement and behavioural change,
while collaborating with facilities and other
university
elements.
In
2019,
Griffith
University welcomed Professor Carolyn Evans
as their new Vice Chancellor. She has
developed a new strategy for the University
structured around six inter-related core
commitments, and will lead the university’s
future direction. Two of those values include:

One of the main challenges GCSE have faced in
progressing
sustainability
is
that
the
governance structure of the university can
impose limitations on their capacity to
implement some sustainability projects. As
projects relating to operational sustainability
fall under the remit of facilities Griffith
Business School is limited in having ownership
of projects that incorporate or progress
sustainability in areas such as water, waste and
energy.
To overcome these challenges, GCSE have
focused on two key strategies:
1. Developing partnerships and collaborations
with facilities and other university elements
that can help progress sustainability across
the university and consequently, in Griffith
Business School.
2. Shifting focus from operational sustainability
to staff and student engagement and
behavioural change.

1. Be on our way to halving carbon emissions
by 2030.
2. Be ranked in the top 200 universities
globally for Sustainable Development Goals.
As a result of this new strategy and direction,
we are excited for the opportunities that
Griffith Business School will have to continue
progressing its commitment to become a
sustainable business school.
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YOUTH FEATURE

Kaleb
b
Oakley-Grant

Kaleb Oakley-Grant is a very
enthusiastic advocate for
environmental practices at
Sathya Sai College. He is a
dedicated 8-year-old student
who takes seriously every action
to make sure that Sathya Sai
College is on the right track for
sustainable practices

“Being sustainable means
that we choose not what
will be the easiest but
what will be the best for
the environment, and not
just for now, but for
the future as well,”
says Kaleb
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Kaleb Oakley-Grant is passionate about wildlife and conservation, part of the
Sathya Sai College Student Representative Council, and is looking forward to
leading a student workshop at the 2020 Sustainability Symposium. From his
daily practices, managing the organic waste of the primary school campus along
with the sustainability team of students, to weekly surveys to monitor the use of
single-use plastic in lunchboxes, it’s thanks to Kaleb, the Sustainability Team,
and the students, staff and parents that Sathya Sai College has been awarded the
People’s Choice Sustainability Award - School Category - in Tweed Shire.
Sathya Sai has also been a successful recipient of the Eco-Schools grant for
three consecutive years and the Woolworths Junior Landcare grant, which
transformed a considerable section of the school ground into a Juicy Fruit
Patch. Developing strong relationships with the wider community is central to
the College sustainability strategy, as it is enabling future leaders like Kaleb.
10

Kaleb has learnt a lot during the Bird’s Eye View
program offered at Sathya Sai College under the
Sustainable Schools NSW “Take Me Outside”
initiative. Bird’s Eye View is an outdoor afterschool program which focuses on conservation
efforts,
fostering
students’
environmental
stewardship and developing strong partnerships
between the school community and coastal
community and conservation groups.
Sathya Sai College joined some environmental
community groups on the Tweed Coast to work
together and engage the students and families to
bring awareness of birds and their ecosystems.
Through the program, they had opportunities to
encounter and observe shore birds and other
migratory and local birds that live on the Tweed
coast. During the weekly sessions and field trips
the students learned about these birds, their
habitats and respective ecological communities.
The program started with an ecourban birdwatch walk and talk in Murwillumbah and along
Tweed River; following that, the students joined
Rhett Brambleby from Wild and Awake for two
sessions and explored the iconic Hastings rocky
shore and its estuary, where the mudflats,
mangrove forest, seagrass beds and salt marshes
are crucial habitats and feeding grounds for
many bird species and other animals. Sathya Sai
students had a couple of art lessons with Kim
Wedel to sketch and paint the amazing birds and
habitats they had encountered.
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Their artwork is going to be shown at a
fundraising art exhibition to support charity
groups that work hard to look after our birds and
our coast. They attended a talk with experts
Linda and Jan from Birdlife Northern Rivers and
Byron Bird Buddies who delivered a very
informative talk on shore birds, and to finalise
the program in 2019, students, parents and
teachers we were delighted with Uncle Franc’s
bush walk and talk at Fingal Head. Franc Krasna
is an indigenous cultural educator and historian.
He is a Bundjalung man who holds an incredible
realm of knowledge of the local area. Everyone
loved to taste all the bush tucker, listen to his
stories and walk along our beautiful Fingal Coast.
This experience showcases the importance of
developing strong partnerships with the wider
communities, which is so important as everyone
benefits from it. One of the positive outcomes of
this experience is that an experiential outdoor
session has been designed and will be offered as
a workshop to the participants of the 2020
Sustainability Symposium. Kaleb, the Sathya Sai
students and teachers and parents have been
working together with some of Bird’s Eye View
partners to create something exciting, inspiring
and with a beautiful “take home” message for
everyone who will attend it. Kaleb hopes to see
you there!
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PARENT FEATURE

Introducing

Mother to three kind, happy children, who inspire her to work
towards creating a better world for the next generation, Sarah
Barnes is the Director of local Gold Coast charity, Green Heroes.

With a background in law and ethics, Sarah collaborates with education professionals,
environmental scientists and conservation organisations in her work with Green Heroes. Green
Heroes, is a registered charity which aims to engage children and youth in the conservation of
native wildlife and habitats. Specifically, Sarah has responsibility for the design and development
of Green Heroes programs. She does all this while nurturing her three school-aged children and
enabling them to be recognisable on the Gold Coast as local youth leaders.
Sarah has always loved nature and feels happy when spending time in forests and other natural
areas. Whilst working as a lawyer in London during the 1990's, she spent weekends volunteering on
habitat conservation projects in inner-city green spaces. For her, sustainability is about using the
Earth's resources responsibly and maintaining functional ecosystems. Sarah joined Green Heroes
four years ago because she is passionate about engaging children and youth in wildlife and habitat
conservation.
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“I have a beautiful family and am privileged to work with an
incredible team of talented and compassionate people at Green
Heroes.,” says Sarah.
When asked about her most challenging moments, Sarah replied,
"It has been hard coming to terms with the scale of destruction of our natural areas and native wildlife,
particularly during the bushfire crisis. Australia is one of only seventeen 'megadiversity countries'
worldwide, which together cover less than 10% of Earth's surface but support over 70% of its biological
diversity. We have so many unique and incredible animals that are found nowhere else; around 83% of
mammals, 45% of birds, 89% of reptiles and 93% of frogs are endemic to Australia. Despite this, the
populations of many species have declined by more than 95% and even some of our most iconic native
animal species such as the koala are now threatened with extinction."
Nevertheless, she is not stopping nor losing hope. Sarah tries to overcome these challenges by
surrounding herself with people who are kind and proactive which one reason she is involved
with Green Heroes, especially the Sharing Planet Earth Early Years Program. This Program
guides early years educators on ways to nurture and strengthen the bonds between young
children and the creatures, plants and natural objects that surround us. It prepares the ground
for new ways of thinking about our relationships with other living things and encourages
children to see themselves as part of nature. The Program also instils the belief that even very
young children can make a meaningful contribution to wildlife and habitat conservation.
The future is bright for the Green Heroes team as they are developing a wildlife ambassador
program, which will support passionate young conservationists who want to advocate for native
wildlife and habitat protection within their schools and local communities. This program will
provide youth and educators with practical advice, information, resources and planning tools to
co-ordinate projects that directly assist Australian wildlife conservation.
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A seven day event across four venues and two states, the 2020 Sustainability Symposium will ignite souls and
inspire change. We will present a whole school approach to addressing sustainability in educational contexts
by providing learning experiences for students, teachers, operational leaders such as principals, business
Addressing the global Sustainable
managers and/or heads of maintenance/cleaning, and parents.
Development Goals (SDGs) provides the 'glocal' context for the event, as we focus especially on SDG 11, 16 and
17. Building on the success our our inaugural event the 2019, the 2020 Sustainability Symposium will deliver
training and networking experiences that will ensure schools can meaningfully deliver the cross-curriculum
priority sustainability whilst also designing a visionary future.
Tickets are on sale NOW via Humanitix (2020 Sustainability Symposium), with early bird prices ending on 28
February 2020. Follow us on facebook to find out more information or email info@ssn.org.au

The Sustainable Schools Network, City of Gold Coast, All Saints Anglican School and
Griffith University are looking forward to igniting souls and inspiring change!
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