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2020 Sustainability Symposium Online Activities
26 April - CPD for teachers: Introduction to EfS
27 April - Youth masterclass with Jaimie Cloud
26-28 April - Parent and operational leader learning
opportunities
28 April - The Connect-ED Feed
This event is proudly supported by SUEZ Community Fund
and the City of Gold Coast
Awards
Applications open for leading the change teacher
award - close 5 June
12 August - winning teacher announced

Email info@ssn.org.au for more information
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country
throughout Australia and recognise their continuing
connection to land, waters and culture. We pay our
respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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Message from the Sustainable Schools Network CEO

Over the course of 2020 as I've watched bushfires and then floods effect Australia, and of course COVID-19 spread
across the globe, I've paused not often enough to notice my surroundings. But I have had some moments when I've
marvelled at the rainbow above one of my favourite beaches or the brightness of the blue in a butterfly as it flitted
past me; paused to walk a new found trail my son discovered in our backyard and to hug my children and husband;
stopped to reflect on the speed of our lives and how I relish the opportunity to self isolate and slow down. I'm
breathing in the fortunate position I am in to have the spare capacity to even notice the marvels of nature or the
precious moments of this human condition called living....
These personal moments are accentuated by a drive to help those that don't have this freedom for reflection and by
the team of amazing humans that are committed to helping others connect in the name of seeing the world
transform into a journey of kindness and compassion for all things. We are all interconnected on this planet, and I
am grateful for the team of people that have connected with the concept of the SSN.
We will all face different challenges over the foreseeable future,
and if we allow ourselves the time we will see what is possible
when people act emphatically and in collaboration. The
evidence is there if you look for it. The foundation of the SSN is
working together with collective intention.
And so I will keep working with the amazing SSN team in these
unprecedented times to connect, educate and imagine what a
sustainable future might look like in school communities.
I
invite you to have some fun with us this year and to challenge
old models and ways of being. Let's not forget the enduring
beauty that nature invites us to share and the omnipotence of
human relationships.
Before I sign off, I want to say thank you to the SSN team for
riding the wave with me and deeply connecting with our
philosophy that the way forward for humanity and our
magnificent planet is in partnership. Cyber hugs, Katie
Issue 8 | April 2020
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SCHOOL FEATURE

Opened in 1961, Tweed River High School is situated at Tweed Heads on the far
North Coast of New South Wales, on the traditional country of the Minjungbal
people. The school’s motto ‘Virtute in Labore’ promotes the commitment of student
work ethic to achieve their personal, academic and vocational goals. The current
school enrolment is approximately 700 with approximately 19.6% of enrolments
coming from indigenous backgrounds.

“Our students love being
active and productive and
even though picking up
rubbish is far from glamorous;
the joy and pride students feel
at the end of a clean-up day is
amazing.””
Lilas Monniot-Kerr,
Teacher Librarian

With a tradition of academic and sporting achievements, Tweed River High School
is a comprehensive secondary school that provides quality programs. For many
years, the school has had success in both team and individual sporting endeavours.
The Sports Development Program employs professional coaches in a range of sports
to mentor and train our more able athletes. From Years 7 to 12 the curriculum is
underpinned with a comprehensive range of welfare programs to support the
wellbeing needs of students.
Tweed River High School links with community programs are particularly strong,
and all Indigenous students are supported through their collaboration with the
Broncos for Tomorrow and AIME programs.
Recently, Tweed River High School has been taking steps to become more
sustainable and is trying to fight a strong, ingrained culture of littering at the nearby
Tweed River.
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SCHOOL FEATURE
For Tweed River High School, sustainability is about
living life in a way that takes into consideration the
environment. It’s trying to live in a thoughtful way,
one that puts minimal impact on our natural world.
They believe in the need to find sustainable solutions
to daily environmental challenges.
Ms Lilas Monniot-Kerr, Teacher Librarian at Tweed
River High School remembers the first step towards
sustainability came, “A few years ago when a member of
staff started a paper recycling program.” She recalls,
“There was a need to tackle the amount of rubbish in the
playground and the laissez-faire attitude of students. Many
staff could no longer bear to see such mess in the
playground, and we thought that it was time to do
something about it.”
The decision to become more sustainable came with
some challenges. “It is difficult to change people’s
perception/ideas”,
adds
Ms
Monniot-Kerr.
Nevertheless, the school continues to work on
achievable goals and refuses to give up. “We inform
students regularly of our progress and reiterate the need to
‘do the right thing’ through stories, newsletter articles,
speeches on assembly and green initiatives that the Green
Team lead. We stay positive, we share our knowledge, our
stories, our passion.”

One of the best projects the school has delivered is
Clean-up Australia Day. The students feel
empowered and get a sense of what individuals can
do if they have and share a clear goal.
Another successful campaign is ‘Plastic-Free July’, a
great project being implemented by Tweed River
High School. The Green Team involved the canteen
and provided plenty of information to their school
community about the daily plastic use. It was very
much about communicating what the problem is
and what are some solutions/alternatives to the
problem.
As for the future, the School is looking forward to
continuing running a few clean up days every year
and would like to involve as many students as
possible. Ms Monniot-Kerr adds,
“Ideally, we would like all students to participate in the
clean-up so they get to see what littering does and how far
it goes in our ecosystem. There is a lot of education and
information needed in our school and school community.”
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SPECIAL FEATURE: CUAD
Ongoing Commitment to Sustainability: St Patrick's College Townsville
The idea that one person can make a difference to Australia’s growing Climate Change concerns can often seem
overwhelming. On Friday 28 March, more than 120 students from St Patrick's College Townsville challenged this
idea by ‘stepping up and cleaning up’ as they took part in the 2020 Clean Up Australia Day activities along The
Strand foreshore and nearby park lands. The annual event inspires and empowers communities to clean up, fix up
and conserve our environment, to keep Australia beautiful. For St Patrick’s College Townsville, the event is more
than a once-off opportunity to pitch in, it is a reminder of the need for ongoing commitment to environmental
conservation. Community Service Prefect, Tamara Woods, said members of the Reef Guardian Club were working
to reduce the College’s environmental footprint wherever possible. “As students we are extremely aware that Australia’s
waste problems can’t be solved in one day. Our community service focus this year is sustainability, and we have put this on the
top of our agenda for 2020. We are focussing on reducing rubbish, not just removing it. Clean Up Australia Day really helps to
raise awareness for this cause within our school and the wider community.”

The Reef Guardian Club, which was established at the College in 2016, is responsible for organising events such as
CUAD to help increase awareness of issues affecting the Great Barrier Reef and the environment generally. The
membership of this Club has skyrocketed in the past couple of years with more than 200 members in 2020 who
will participate in a range of activities such as attending JCU Turtle Hospital, taking part in Reef Restoration
activities where students snorkel and remove algae from coral reefs, and a range of other events which increase
awareness. “Sustainability is an ongoing issue,” said Tamara. “At the College we are doing our part to make a
difference.” Events like CUAD have direct impacts on our environment such as the removal of rubbish which helps
to prevent injuries and illness to wildlife. St Patrick’s College Townsville’s Head of Faculty for Science, Mr Chris
Pacey said, “These events also have a massive indirect impact on the awareness of participants to issues facing our planet more
broadly, as well as a big impact in encouraging students to have a growth mindset and that they can make a difference.” Mr
Pacey said that such events help students to become agents for change in their communities, whether that’s here in
Townsville or back home in the Torres Strait, Cape York or Papua New Guinea.
Issue 8 | April 2020
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TEACHER FEATURE

Introducing

Primary School Teacher at Belgian Gardens State School,
Sustainability Committee Lead and Teacher Trainer
With 25 years of teaching experience, Brett
Murphy grew up in the Scenic Rim. His love
for the outdoors and exploration fostered his
passion for making learning a real life, hands
on experience. Over the years as a teacher, he
has been able to link the primary curriculum
to environmental programs and has begun
training other teachers on how to do this.
Brett Murphy hast taught at Belgian Gardens
State School (BGSS) in Townsville for 14 years.
A school rich in sustainability history, BGSS is
proud to have students and families who value
the environment. The school is in walking
distance to amazing mangroves, seagrass beds
and reef. He currently teaches Science and is
responsible for Belgian Gardens STEM Hub
science incursions. Brett delivers lessons linked
to the Australian Curriculum and C2C
assessment. During the lessons he brings
animals to enhance engagement and learning
and maintain environmental and breeding
programs at school.
During his time in Townsville, Brett worked at
Paluma Environmental Education Centre for
several years. This gave him the opportunity to
spread the word of sustainability and inspire
students and schools to make sustainable
changes in their school and local community.
“I have always looked to what the local environment
can offer as learning opportunities and just as
importantly, who are the local experts who can
become
partners
and
enhance
learning
opportunities. Lucky to have several important
partnerships in our local community including Reef
HQ, AIMS and NQ Dry Tropics. These partnerships
ensure the viability of our programs.”

Brett strongly believes in making learning for
students engaging and meaningful. For him,
making students feel they are making a
difference in their local environment is most
important, be it removing marine debris,
surveying seagrass or planting trees.
“Work in the class becomes real when, for example,
students write letters to the Mayor of Townsville on
marine debris issues after cleaning Rowes Bay”,
says Brett.
“My goal as a teacher is to empower students and for
them to be active and informed citizens, with the
environment having a special place in their heart,”
adds Brett.
Brett understands sustainability encourages
people, politics, and businesses to meet the
needs of now without compromising future
generations meeting their needs. He recognises
there are three components of sustainability:
environmental
conservation,
economic
development and social responsibility. He is
also an advocate of the healing power of
nature.
“I think we too often think about the environment.
To be honest I have fallen into this category,
however the longer I teach the more I see the
importance of people and their health and wellbeing.
Ironically, I think the best way for positive health
and wellbeing is to immerse yourself in the
environment. This, I realised, is a powerful teaching
tool.”
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In Brett’s experience, students are interested
in their local environment and what makes it
tick. He finds himself more engaged and feels
his best teaching happens when it is linked to
the environment. Also, it presents him with
an opportunity to be creative and include
STEM and other learning areas. Brett is aware
that planning multiple activities on top of his
teaching load can be stressful at times. He
adds, “It is challenging keeping the
sustainability activities fresh and relevant and
getting buy in from fellow staff members.”
Nevertheless, Brett firmly believes that
incorporating sustainability activities into the
curriculum and making them accessible
opportunities is worth it. He has tried to find
a better work life balance, especially when
maintaining and caring for all the animals at
school, “Work smarter, not harder”, he says.
Some of Brett's favourite activities are:
Rowes Bay Junior Rangers - Students
design and build tools to pick up marine
debris from their local beach, Rowes Bay.
This program has been running at Belgian
Gardens SS since 2005. It has evolved and
changed over that time to now being a
Year 5 program linked to Design
Technology.
Reef BG - Opened in 2014, Belgian
Gardens have twenty fish tanks displaying
both freshwater and saltwater species
including
endangered
rainbow
fish,
seahorses, clownfish, turtles and a variety
of fish and corals from the Great Barrier
Reef. Animals are cared for by student
volunteers (BG Rangers) from Year 5 and 6.
This year 93 students have volunteered to
be BG Rangers. This room is open each
morning before school to whole school
and also used in science lessons. A special
aspect of this program is their clownfish
breeding program. A challenging and
rewarding process, their motto is every
clownfish they breed is one less taken from
the reef. The school sells their clownfish to
pet shops and fish wholesalers. They have
bred over 200 clownfish in that time.
Issue 8 | April 2020

*Special mention: Brett Murphy and the
Belgian Gardens State School recently won
the Community Wildlife Conservation
Award from Australian Wildlife Society for
their work and efforts on breeding
endangered fish and birds and educating
their school community on the issues they
face.
A more recent favourite project of Brett's is
the Green STEM project he has been
engaging other schools in. Linked to the
Australian Curriculum in many ways, this 4day extension program for excelling students,
invites youth to design and present an
engaging and informative presentation on
marine debris. Brett received the following
feedback from one parent involved:
Green STEM was an inspirational program for
my daughter and I have hope for the future when
students can be involved in such programs and
create such positive outcomes.”
The future looks bright and busy for Brett.
Managing waste at the school is his next big
challenge, as is rebuilding the clownfish
breeding system, making it more accessible
to the whole school and allowing students to
see babies develop from day one. There are
plans to continue building up BG STEM
Hub/science incursions. “In the future, I would
like to work with 12 schools,” adds Brett.
Brett share his philosophy of teaching sustainability in
this video link.
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ORGANISATION FEATURE

Camps International is a social enterprise driven by their strong sense of purpose which forms their
foundation and determines every aspect of the way they operate. They invest in building permanent
camps in numerous places committing to the highest standards of responsible tourism throughout all
their operations. Working in partnership with local communities and employing a diverse team of
passionate staff, they put purpose before profit.
Aiming to highlight issues in a real-world setting, Camps International also focuses on the challenges,
both on a local and international level, giving them context and scale. This social enterprise compliments
in-school learning with out-of-the classroom learning experiences through expeditions, offered to both
independent and public high schools across Australia. Schools travelling with Camps will visit and stay at
a range of different environmental and community camps, from Africa to South & Central America and
across SE Asia.
Camps International focuses in many of the real-world challenges, including looking at sustainability in
an array of settings, such as deforestation, climate change, animal extinction rates, water conservation
and waste/recycling systems. Hoping their actions spark young minds to consider solutions and changes
in behaviour, either on their own or others, one of their sayings is “lots of littles make a big” or as they say
in Sabah, Borneo “sikit-sikit lama-lama jadi bukit” which literally means little “by little it becomes a hill.”
Issue 8 |April 2020
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Understanding first-hand the challenges of
waste disposal, recycling, water, and sewage,
and it’s not easy to get it completely right, is a
major purpose of the Mantanani Camp. There
is no recycling or rubbish disposal other than
rudimentary burning on the island. Hence
rubbish must be shipped off and this is where
students realise the economics and real-world
problem for the island.

“Very often we can look at a problem and it seems
unsolvable or too large and this can discourage
action,” says Sheriece Kamp, Senior Expedition
QLD at Camps International.
One of Camps International current projects is
working on the remote island of Mantanani off
the north west coast of Borneo. Unfortunately,
this magnificent island has a long list of
environmental challenges ranging from fish
bombing, diminishing water supplies & quality,
little to no effective waste disposal system, and
an irresponsible and poorly run tourist
infrastructure leading to increased waste –
especially plastic in the form of single use items
such as water bottles, straws and food
containers. Camps International have operated
on the island for many years and have watched
it change as tourism has spread to its shores,
mainly in the form of day tripping Chinese and
Korean tourists. The tour operators here lack
any investment in the island itself, mainly
employing mainland staff and having little
regard for their environmental impact. On
arrival to the island, people enter a beautiful
blue lagoon with picture postcard beaches and
the inevitable Insta photos.
Rory Hall, Australiasian Director shares that,
“Students are always blown away by the beauty of
the island on arrival, but it soon starts to dawn on
them the scale of the problem”. Often, they leave
angry but determined to make a change
somehow, to do something about it and this is
what matters.
Issue 8 |April 2020

It costs approx. $300 for a boat to take 40 bales
of squashed plastic bottles off the island, and a
further $100 for a truck to pick them up from
the jetty. When taken to a recycling centre
these bales recoup only about $50 in total –
hence this is an economically unsustainable
process. There is a shredder that shreds clean
bottles of mixed grade plastic into small pieces,
“These pieces can be packed into sacks and removed
to the mainland – since these are more compact the
economics are a bit better, but it is still a challenge”,
adds Rory.
Camps have started to use these shreds of
plastic in what they call ‘eco-bricks’ – using the
shreds of plastic instead of gravel/stones mix
when making bricks. They then use these bricks
for building work on diverse projects on the
island such as additional classrooms at the
school. Whilst this is not disposing of the
plastic, it is making use of it. They are also
currently experimenting with finding good
moulds and making objects the visiting tourists
can buy such as turtle shaped fridge magnets.
Hopefully this will re-coup some funds to get
the project moving forward sustainably.
“I am confident that every student who visits our
camp on Mantanani and gets involved in our
educational and service oriented work there, leaves
with a fire lit inside. They get the big picture from
studies at school but now they also understand what
this looks like on a local level. And together we will
get there eventually, attacking the problem from all
angles.” Sheriece, Camps International
If your school is interested in offering service learning
expeditions reach out to Sheriece from Camps
International on phone 0421 391 722 or email
sheriece.kamp@campsinternational.com.au and she will be
happy to provide more information.
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YOUTH FEATURE

Emily Towle
l

20 year old Emily Towle has
just joined the Sustainable
Schools Network as a Youth
Coordinator. Passionate and
driven, Emily is a capable and
inspiring young lady
volunteering her time to
make a difference in the
world.

Emily Towle is new to the Gold Coast, having grown up in Port Macquarie. She is studying a
double degree in Law and Government and International Relations at Griffith University. In
her spare time she can be found at the beach, skating through Cooly, doing uni readings,
drinking coffee (or wine), and hanging out with mates.

“Sustainability for me
is the only option, it is
the only way forward,
and the only way to
promise not only my
future, but the future
forever,”
says Emily.

For so long “sustainability” was just a word to Emily, and had no meaning at all. That was
until she started to see the consequences of her everyday actions when she moved out of
home 12 months ago. Studying the 'Politics of Sustainability' has changed the way Emily
thinks. "It’s only six weeks in, and it has been the most confronting experience I have ever encountered,"
reports Emily.
As Emily begins to make changes in her life, she realises there are some challenging aspects to
implementing behaviour change. She identifies, "The most challenging thing about becoming
more sustainable is that no one knows where to start." She adds, "It’s really a matter of social
movement versus government policy". Insightfully she recognises,
"We know now that it’s the little things which are making a huge difference in the consequences of not
living sustainability but we seem to be stuck in the debate of which comes first, the chicken or the egg?"
Emily is volunteering with the SSN because she is, "Excited to engage with the youth of the Gold
Coast, and to empower them to not just exist, but live with purpose and to live making a positive
contribution to the world."
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Caroline Fletcher

A passionate advocate for
breaking the stigma for
children and young people in
out-of-home care, youth
mental health and restorative
justice, children’s rights and
climate and environmental
action for the future.
Caroline's career goal is to
create positive change in
these fields.

“When people ask what
diet we are on I say
plant based, because I
understand it’s better
to have more people be
‘unperfect’ vegans than
having a small handful
of people who are the
‘perfect’ vegans,”
says Caroline.

As a result of her own journey in the care system, Caroline Fletcher is a strong advocate for
children and young people living in out-of-home care. Currently studying a Bachelor of
Human Services and a Bachelor of Criminology and Criminal Justice, she has worked with
the CREATE foundation to promote and create systemic change in the out-of-home sector.
Recently, Caroline participated in an online podcast with Bravehearts about child safe
organisations, was a panel member for the Queensland Mental Health Commission's Shifting
Minds launch and presented the findings of the Queensland Family and Children's
Commission's Growing up in Queensland project.
Sustainability to Caroline, "Not only means the environment but also its about our health as a society.
Meaning there should be no people or areas of life to suffer as a result of environmental crimes. It also
means that now, we should be working even harder to create a more sustainable future."
Caroline speaks about her challenges to become more sustainable, especially when she
became a vegan, "The title of being vegan stressed me out because I constantly felt like I had to become
the ‘perfect’ vegan most people assumed vegans were and having two young kids it’s so hard to feel like
you are being sustainable household when unfortunately sometimes we go through so much waste."
The SSN's new Youth Engagement Coordinator, Caroline believes her role will start opening
doors for children and young people to have a sustainable future. "It’s easy to fall into patterns
that we as a society have created but starting the convocation and acting now is a good start to create
this future." She hopes, "To get youth involved with sustainability through education and talking."
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Introducing

In 1993, an eight-year-old felt inspired and determined to protect nature. “I
had always loved animals and nature, but I particularly remember watching a movie
about the importance of conservation, protecting biodiversity and our environment.
The message shared was so powerful and inspirational that I left the cinema
thinking, that is it. I will do that,” says Paty.

Originally hailing from the state of Veracruz in Mexico, Patricia Lee is an environmental
management professional and researcher. From a very young age, she felt immensely passionate
about growing and fostering awareness around environmental sustainability. These days, she keeps
busy raising her two young sons, works with her husband in the family business and as a sales
administrator specialist for a multinational company. The rest of her time is spent collaborating
with diverse institutions, companies and non-governmental organisations conducting research in
climate change, environmental education, biodiversity protection, sustainability and community
engagement projects.
Thirty-three years ago, the United Nations defined the sustainability concept in the Brundtland
Report. However, the word sustainability had been making its way through in the scientific world
earlier than that. Patricia mentions George Marsh, an American senator and author who wrote a
book titled, “Man and Nature: Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action” and who had made a
case for sustainability way back in 1864. She adds, “I believe the concept of sustainability has been
around for as long as humans have; after all, we have always been concerned about the present and future
availability of resources for our survival. I understand sustainability as a concept that encompasses
everything; to me, it is an ethic, and it also is about balance. It means having the ability to live in harmony
with our environment whilst being aware and responsible for our choices and the consequences of our actions.”
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“My family was formed by my mother, my grandmother, me, four dogs, ten
canaries, two small turtles and ‘Pancho’ our parrot. I grew up in a house
that loved animals, cherished nature and had strong values. My abuelita –
grandmother in spanish – was always cooking. Her mother had taught her
to grow her own plants in the backyard; cilantro (coriander),
perejil (parsley), menta (mint), chayotes (chocos) among other plants. My
mother, a psychologist who worked full time, taught me to love and respect
nature, to value kindness and to always offer help without being asked,”
says Paty.
Patricia grew up in Orizaba, a small city in Veracruz, Mexico. Her city is known today as the best
‘Magical Town’ of Mexico, meaning that it is part of a select group of Mexican villages whose
cultural, historical and natural treasures are considered unique. Growing up, she learned to love
the blue sky, the green of the trees and the beauty of the mountains.
As Patricia grew up, she took an interest in subjects such as history, geography and the natural
sciences. In Mexico, she graduated in International Relations and then moved to Canada to work
in a diplomatic-consular role to help promote Canadian/Mexican trade and cooperation. Once
there, surrounded by the beauty of British Columbia and recognising that nature was still a big
part of who she was, she started participating in small conservation projects organised by the
community. From there, Patricia decided her next step would be moving to Australia to pursue
postgraduate studies in Environmental Protection.
When asked about the challenges she has faced she replies, “I am very fortunate to have had a
strong, intelligent and determined mother and grandmother who did everything in their power to give me
the opportunities I had. The challenges they faced were in no doubt harsher than the ones I have
encountered.” She continues, “Obtaining a scholarship to do my master’s degree was certainly
challenging; I had to compete with thousands of people from my home state. Working and studying at the
same time, moving to different countries, raising a family while pursuing a career, these things have kept
me busy.” Patricia explains that occasionally, it is hard for her not to think about the setbacks.
Working in environmental science makes her aware of the challenges that lay ahead and, often
she feels overwhelmed. The best solution to this is, “Focusing on what is being done, thinking there is
always more to do and believing in our voice and power to make change possible, especially during the
times in which we are living.”
One of her favourite projects, has been collaborating with the Sustainable Schools Network. She
was first introduced to the organisation in 2019, after meeting Erin Merrin – the Chairperson of
the SSN – in a special screening for the documentary “2040.” Patricia has been supporting the
SSN as an edition writer, conducting research and writing academic articles on sustainability,
environmental science and sustainability education, “I feel very fortunate to be part of a group of
people who are strong in their commitment to connecting schools and communities to engage in sustainable
education. Their passion, dedication and determination are inspiring.”
When we ask her about the future, Patricia sees herself supporting more organisations,
developing and participating in multiple projects focused on promoting environment and
biodiversity protection, sustainability education and community engagement, “I would like to
help, as much as I can”, she adds.
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The 2020 Sustainability Symposium will build partnerships for sustainability education in a 3-day online
event. Presented will be a whole school approach to addressing sustainability in educational contexts by
providing learning experiences for students, teachers, operational leaders and parents. Addressing the global
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the SSN will deliver training that will ensure schools can meaningfully
deliver the cross-curriculum priority sustainability whilst also designing a visionary future. Most event
components are free and registration is appreciated via Humanitix (2020 Sustainability Symposium). Follow
us on facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel to find out more information.

The Sustainable Schools Network, SUEZ and City of Gold Coast are looking forward to
igniting souls and inspiring change!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email info@ssn.org.au
LIke us on Facebook: Sustainable Schools Network
Instagram: ssn.gcth
LinkedIn: Sustainable Schools Network
www.ssn.org.au
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